From Rich , Humble: 
New England Weeps 

BOSTON (AP) — In President I 



Kennedy’s hometown of Boston, 
a small schoolgirl ashed: “Is it 
true? Is our President dead?” 
“Yes, our President is dead,” 
she was told. 

“Well, I don’t want to believe 
it,” the little girl said. There 
was a catch in her voice. 

Disbelief, Then Sorrow 
The first noticeable public re- 
action in New England was dis- 
belief, which quickly gave way 
to sorrow. 

People who cried in public 
places didn’t appear embarrassed 
by failure to control their sor- 
row. 

The Boston Symphony Orches- 
tra was in the midst of its Fri- 
day afternoon program when the 
President was slain by a sniper’s 
bullet. 

Conductor Erich Leinsdorf dis- 
regarded the prepared program 
and led the orchestra in the fu- 
neral march from Beethoven’s 
Symphony Number 3. More than 
2,600 persons in the hall stood 
solemnly with bowed heads. 

At Boston College, a Catholic 
university, hundreds of students 
gathered in the library for 
special prayers upon receipt of 
word that the President was 
wounded. Then Kennedy died and 
the prayers were said for the 
repose of the President’s soul. 

There was a spontaneous out- 
pouring of condolences from per- 
sons of all stations. Numerous 
sporting, civic and social events 
were cancelled or put off until 
after the President’s funeral. 

Bishop James K. Mathews of 
the Methodist Church in New 
England said: “One can scarcely 
realize that such an event could 
occur to our chief of state in his 
own country. It is almost impos- 
sible to conceive what maniacal 
incentive could have prompted 
such a terrible deed — an event 
that will move the entire world 
to tears and to prayer.” 

Bishop Mathews also said: “I 
hope that Methodists everywhere 
in New England will observe Sun- 
day as a day of prayer, peni- 
tence and fasting. Let our church 
bells everywhere toll the nation’s 
grief.” 

Dr. Albert Penner, president 
of the Massachusetts Congrega- 
tional Christian Conference said: 
Awesome Power Of Evil | 
“The whole nation is stunned: 
by the tragic death of the Presi- 
dent. This act reveals the awe- 
some power of evil in our society 
and the depth of malice in the 
human heart To President John- 
son go our prayers for God’s 
sustaining power . . .” 

The Massachusetts Council of 



Churches (Protestant) said: “The 
death of the President not only 
deprives our nation of needed 
leadership in a perilous time, 
but also each of us has a sense 
of personal loss because of the 
spirit of the man whose life has 
been sacrificed. 

“We pray God’s blessing and 
guidance upon Vice President 
Johnson as he assumes this great 
task.” 

The Rt. Rev. Anson Phelps 
Stokes Jr., Episcopal bishop of 
Massachusetts, said: “President 
Kennedy knew that this country 
must face the new day with new 
courage and action. Alas, some 
could not understand. Not only 
America but the whole world has 
lost a great leader.” 

Rabbi Alex Weisfogel of the 
Association of Orthodox rabbis 
in Massachusetts offered this 
comment: 

"An appalling sadness engulfs 
us all. Men of all faiths who cher- 
ish freedom know that the cause 
of human dignity has lost its most 
powerful servant in this tragic 
and shocking end to the life of 
President Kennedy. To him the 
cause of humanity stood higher 
than personal interest or safety.” 
Rabbi Dr. Samuel J. Fox, pres- 
ident of the Massachusetts coun- 
cil of Rabbis, issued a call to all 
rabbis and synagogues in the state 
to offer memorial prayers for the 
late President. 

Seek Atonement 
"Our country and the world at 
large,” he said, “should seek 
atonement for this flagrant vi- 
olation of all standards of ethics 
and human decency which comes 
about from the existence of big- 
otry and prejudice in our midst 
which gave rise to such an un- 
speakable crime and a national 
catas trophy.” 

The Church of Christ, Scientist, 
expressed its official sorrow 
through its president, Mrs. Helen 
Wood Bauman, who said: 

“The world is mourning the 
death of our President, taken 
from us in the midst of his ear- 
nest efforts to help mankind. It 
is a sad thing that this country, 
which stands for free choice of 
its executive officer, should suf- 
fer such violence.” 

The grief of Baptists in Mas- 
sachusetts was expressed by the 
Rev. Dr. Paul L. Sturges, minister 
of the Massachusetts Baptist Con- 
vention. 

He said: "we call upon our 
people throughout the state to as- 
semble in prayer for his immed- 
iate family and for our country 
and the world in this confused 
hour.” 

Massachusetts Gov. Endicott 



Peabody, long a close personal 
friend of the President, was en- 
route in a National Guard plane 
to Chattanooga, Tenn., at the 
time of the shooting. 

He ordered the plane turned 
around and back at the state 
house said: “I am deeply grieved 
by the shocking untimely and un- 
believable death of our beloved 
President at the hands of an as- 
sassin. 

“He will live forever in the 
hearts and memories of our peo- 
pie in our Massachusetts — His 
home state — our nation and 
throughout the world as a leader 
who gave his life for his principles 
and beliefs.” 

Peabody delivered a eulogy at 
a special service for state em- 
ployes and officials in the House 
chamber. Peabody then attended 
a special communion service at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral. 

Democratic Gov. Philip H. Hoff 
of Vermont couldn’t keep the 
tenseness out of his' voice when he 
read this brief statement to news- 
men: 

“The death was an immense 
loss to free people everywhere. 
President Kennedy himself was 
a .profile of courage ... we must 
all redouble our efforts to meet 
the challenge of our time and to 
bring freedom to men every- 
where.” 



Kennedy 

Assassinated 



Former U.S. Sen. Ralph E. 
Flanders, R-VT., who served in 
the Senate with the President, 
said "I suspect that the anti- 
integration feeling was back of 
it. We do not know, but that 
would be my fear.” 

Sen. Edmund S. Muskie, D. 
Maine, said, “It is difficult to 
comprehend the motive of any- 
one who would do this to his 
country.” 

Governor Incoherent 
Democratic Gov. John W. King 
of New Hampshire was reported 
as “incoherent” when he first 
received news of the president’s 
death. 

King closeted himself in his of- 
fice, alone, and would take no 
calls.” 

When Gov. King regained his 
composure sometime later, he 
said: 

“In my tears and sorrow it is 
sad to find words to express the 
shock and pain of our tragedy. 
It does not seem possible that 
: our President is dead, that our 
: President, who in his short span 
of life has given so much of 
himself to his country and the 
world, is taken from us.” 

Sen. Norris Cotton, R-N.H., 
commented that “This tragedy 




j must awaken all of us to tne 
i grim task that will be ours to 
cope with— the mountain of vi- 
olence and lawlessness that made 
this horror ^possible.” 

Sen. Tom McIntyre, D-N.H., 
said "The loss of this noble lea- 
der in the springtime of his life 
is a shock to our republic.” 

No Lines Drawn 
No one drew the line on the 
basis of religious belief or pol- 
itical party in expressing deepj 

■sorrow over the President death. 

Boston Mayor John F. Collins 
said “my shock and my grief 
are almost beyond expression 
...the loss is irreplaceable.” 

The Mayor postponed the open- 
ing of Boston’s Christmas festi- ■ 
val, which had been scheduled 
Friday afternoon. 

Maine’s Republican Gov. John , 
H. Reed asked the prayers of 
all Maine residents even before : 
word reached him that the Pres- 
ident had died. Later he said: / 
“This is one of the most tragic ‘ 
moments in the history of our 
country. It is unbelievable that 
the President is gone.” 

Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller of 
New York, who has announced 
his candidacy for the Republican 
nomination for President, can- 
celed a campaign trip which he 
had scheduled in New Hamp- 
shire this weekend. 

Also called off was a Ken- 
nedy - Johnson Democratic din- 
ner scheduled • for Manchester, 
N.H., Saturday night. 

The weekeend two-day meeting 
of the “New England Rally for 
God, Family and Country” was 
canceled in Boston. 

The cancellation included a Sat- 
urday night dinner in honor of 
Robert Welch and the fifth anni- 
versary of the militantly conserv- 
ative John Birch Society which 
he founded. 

Welch, a frequent critic of the 



late President, sent a telegram 
of condolence to Mrs. Kennedy, 
saying: “On behalf of the council 
of the John Birch Society . 

I wish to express our deep sor- 
row at so untimely a loss to our 
nation _ of its youngest President 

In Providence, R.I., Republican 
Gov. John H. Chafee said of the 
assassination: 

"It is a terrible thing. I know 
I speak for everybody in Rhode 
Island when I say to all the 
family of the President how ter- 
ribly sorry we are. It is a great 
loss ... to the whole world." 

Gov. John N. Dempsey, of Con- 
necticut, was so deeply moved 
ie could say only he was “in. 
expressibly shocked.” 

President Nathan M. Pusey-'of 
Harvard, Kennedy’s alma mater 
which the President served as an 
overseer, said:. 

It is impossible to estimate 
what his passing means to our 
nation and peoples everywhere. 
He was one who made wise and 
effective use of the world of 
learning. His only ambition was 
to serve his country and he gave 
his life for it.” 

Expressions of sorrow also 
came from the two top men at 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology — Dr. Julius A. Stratton, 
its president, and Dr. James R. 
Killian Jr., chairman of the MIT 
Corp. 

. Stratton said: “We have lost 
in a difficult hour the leader 
whose every approach to the 
great problems that beset us was 
guided by a keen intelligence 
and an ennobling vision of the 
highest aspirations of the Amer- 
ican people.” 

Killian, who served as scientific 
adviser to . former President 
Dwight Eisenhower, said “Our 
nation and civilized men all over 
the world have suffered a catas- 
trophic and incalculable loss.” 




